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Anders Fredrik Kindberg, 
the Helpful Swede in New 
York in the 19th Century 
Erik Wiken* 
Kindberg was the name of a Swede, residing in New York City, who often 
during the 1840s and 1850s was recommended by Swedish emigrants as a person 
whom new-comers could contact upon arrival in New York. 
, It might be of interest to readers of SA G to cite a few examples referring 
to this well-known Swede, to determine his background and to study what we know 
of his many activities. 
In 1843 Erik Hedström relates the following: "A young country man, rnr. 
Kindberg, spared neither time nor pains on our behalf."1 
Johannes Heljesson writes in 1852: "persons to whom one may safely 
tum to (for advice) in New York area ship chandler named Kindberg and 
a pastor Hedström."' 
Olof Andersson writing in 1853: " ... find a man ... , namely shipping agent 
Kindberg and ask him for a contract on the railroad to Chicago. He will 
help you."' 
Carl E. Swalander gives the following judgment concerning Kindberg in 
1854: "he can be recommended to every businessman as a man of 
integrity, whom one may depend upon as a reliable and reasonably priced 
agent, who enjoys the unlimited and well deserved confidence of his 
countrymen. "• 
His full name was Anders Fredrik Kindberg, bom in Gärdserum Parish 
(Ög.) 1 Dec. 1813, son of Jonas Kindberg, forester (skogvaktare), and Anna Lisa 
Månsdotter. 5 After ha ving been employed in Stockholm as a bookkeeper for a few 
years he emigrated to the U.S. in 1838, after having secured a passport 7 Aug. 6 He 
settled in New York as a ship chandler, residing first at 29 Old Slip and later at 85 
West Street. He married, unknown when, a considerably younger woman named 
Sarah M. Thompson, daughter of John Thompson. She died in 1854 at the age of 
23 years.7 Kullgren refers to Kindberg in 1856 as a widower with children.8 
* Dr. Erik Wiken, a frequent contributor to SAG and a member of its editorial board, resides in 
Uppsala, Sweden. 
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Witting refers to Kindberg as "an outstanding Swedish merchant" and 
relates that Hedström, the Swedish Methodist pastor aboard the Bethel Ship in New 
York harbor, deposited funds given to Hedström by Jenny Lind to be distributed to 
the poor. He suggested this method since he believed that Kindberg, better than 
himself, understood and could document the needs of those seeking financial help.9 
He was an agent for Gustaf Obom's Swedish American newspaper, Skan-
dinaven, which was published in New York 1851-1853.10 In 1851 Erik Ulrik 
Norberg wanted Kindberg to promote the new Swedish settlement in Chisago Lake, 
MN11 to the newly arrived Swedes in New York and on 17 March 1858 the 
Norwegian American newspaper, Emigranten, published in Madison,WI announced 
that Kindberg could offer information conceming emigration to the United States. 
A special note should be made of Kindberg's relationship to Skandinavi-
ska föreningen (The Scandinavian Society) in New York, an organization which 
has been largely neglected by emigration scholars. 12 The society was founded 9 
July 1844, at the behest of Harro Paul Harring (1798-1870), at that time residing in 
New York. Though he was bom in the German-speaking portion of Schleswig-
Holstein, he was an activist in the cause of Scandinavian unity. 13 
At a meeting of the society 5 April 1847 Kindberg was elected president. 
He had probably been the driving force when the society at the beginning of the 
year published the first Scandinavian newspaper in America, Skandinavia, and was 
its editor <luring the brief existence of the newspaper. 14 
During Kindberg's time as president, the society collected funds <luring 
1848 for the relief of widows and children in Denmark, whose husbands and fathers 
bad lost their lives in the war with Prussia.15 
The society also established a library, of which two catalogues have been 
_preserved, one from 1867 (now in the University Library in Oslo) and one from 
1902.16 
I have not been able to deterrnine the eventual tie that the Scandinavian 
Society might have bad with later and similar organizations. 
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